Improvisational Street Theatre in Gainesville, Florida

With the University of Florida and the Majestic Oaks Community Center 
I became interested in Gainesville youth when I began volunteering at the Alachua Regional Juvenile Detention Center. Mrs. Lynn Padgett, the teacher at the detention center, has created many activities to help foster a better learning environment within the Detention Center. The Hippodrome Theatre comes in the detention routinely to teach improvisation games to the youth, which I believe has lowered the recidivism rate. The youth, even in their incarcerated state, truly enjoy the improvisation games. Improvisation is the art of owning who you are by staging theatre within the moment and without any scripting.  I would like to create an afterschool program to low SES children in Gainesville, Florida which focuses on learning improvisation skills. Improvisation skills help children with learning who they are, establishing relationships, using their truths to create comedy, focusing, listening, speaking, and responding. 
The project will take place at the Community Center in Majestic Oaks on 5800 SW 20th Avenue, Gainesville, FL 32607 known notoriously for section 8 housing and being one the poorest neighborhoods in Gainesville.  The community center already has an after school program that offers one-on-one tutoring and homework assistance among other activities. I would get in contact with Leesha London, the coordinator of the afterschool program at Majestic Oaks, and present her with my plan to incorporate Improvisational Street Theatre into their afterschool program for grades 4-12. For an hour we will provide the children with the tools necessary to learn improvisation.   The cost of their program is free, thus ours would be free as well because improvisational students from UF would do this on a voluntary basis.
I have always been involved in theatre and dance, and found that these activities help keep children from getting involved in crime or other illegal activities. It will give the children a chance to break away from their harsh environment. I am currently taking improvisation of social and political issues and know many people that would be interested in helping with a program such as this. I will get a few students from my class as well as a few students from the Theatre Strike Force to participate in my social entrepreneurship project. I will select those that appear to be most interested and most dedicated to the project. The UF student’s initiative to participate in this program would be that they would receive the service hours needed to graduate with a major or minor in theatre.
Theatre Strike Force at the University of Florida is student organization with the purpose of presenting improvisational theatre which focuses on social concerns that affect the community and the world. The group often performs in a street theatre context to reach an audience of those who would not ordinarily think of attending a theatre. For example, the Gainesville community, parents and friends of the children, will also benefit from the performances that the students put on which will involve a reflection of the topics discussed during the performance. Most importantly, the children learn skills that they can use the rest of their lives. 
